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China. Existing NIEs|shed some light on
what we can expect in|the near term, but
as the time frame stretches out the light
becomes dimmer; it shines hardly at all on
conditions in 1980, amd we would not have
much confidence in any projections we were
to make.

3. One question in paragraph three concerns
Indian Ocean merchant traffic in the 1970-1980
period. This analysis can |best be done in the
Navy. I suggest Captain Shepard be informed that
responsibility for projections of this nature lies
with the Navy's Field Command at Suitland, Maryland.
The Field Command probably |is in position to make
computer tape runs for the |1970-1980 period.
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